Ashton Keynes Parish Council

Ashton Keynes Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held at Ashton Keynes Village Hall
on Wednesday 17th April 2024 at 7.15pm

Present: Cllrs D Wingrove (Chairman); M Carter; S Hill; N Inzani; B Low; M Low; T Romback; D Ventham.

In attendance: Wilts Cllr Berry, Fiona Ryder – Clerk, one member of public.

24-25/001 Public Section
There was one member of public in attendance who raised concerns regarding the amount of traffic coming through the village during the weekend closures of the A419. The Parish Council have been liaising with Wiltshire Council about the knock-on effect of the closures of the A419 and will request additional signage in an attempt to reduce the number of vehicles not following the official diversion.
Action: Cllr Berry 
24-25/002 Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs S Crawford and N Inzani.

24-25/003 Declarations of Interest 
	There were no declarations of interest.

24-25/004 Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 20th March 2024
The minutes of the meeting held on 20th March 2024 were approved and signed.

24-25/005 Actions from Previous Meeting

23-24/175 – Wiltshire Council have been contacted regarding damage to Gumstool Bridge. Awaiting response.
The Cotswold Lakes Trust have been contacted regarding the Cleveland Farm bridle path. CLT are looking into improvements to access and will keep the Council up to date. 
No Cycling signage will be requested for the Thames Path.
Action: Cllr B Low
23-24/169 – Best Kept Village competition entry has been submitted.
23-24/170 – An external box for the solar light in the Telephone Box has been ordered and received. The external box will be painted prior to installation.
23-24/184 – The proposed Emergency Hub scheme includes the important bits of the AKPC Emergency Plan. Wiltshire Prepared are going to send further information and arrange a visit.
23-24/186 – The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 20th May at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
23-24/187 – A working group has been formed for CIL expenditure, Cllr Romback was elected as Chair at the first meeting on 8th April. 
23-24/188 – Terms of Reference have been produced for a Flood protection initiatives working group.
23-24/191h – Footpaths working group have written to Ashton Keynes Primary School regarding pupils walking footpaths.

24-25/006 Chairmans Report
Two tree applications have been received which do not require a full planning meeting, they are:
PL/2024/03488 – Beaconsfield Lodge, 15 Fore Street
1 Large Conifer tree to be removed due to its proximity to oil tank and domestic drain. Tree to be removed to low stump as digging out of roots is not viable due to age and size.


PL/2024/03083 – The Lotts Play Area
Ash tree (0979) – 30% reduction. Horse Chestnut tree (0982) – 30% reduction. Horse Chestnut tree (0983) - 30% reduction.

The Council had no objection to either application.

The next meeting of the Council is the Annual Meeting which is where Councillors are appointed to various posts and the Chair elected for the coming year. Councillors were reminded of the importance of attending the May meeting.

24-25/007 Clerks Report
The report was circulated prior to the meeting.

The paperwork for the Annual Audit has been received.

A planning application was submitted for solar panels to be fitted on the village hall as requested by the Village Hall Committee, planning permission is not required, the application has been withdrawn.

The Thames Path National Trail have been contacted and photos sent of the issue with the leak coming from the bank. The Thames Path Manager has responded and will try to visit during April to investigate. Cllr Berry has also been asked if Wiltshire Council can progress this any further with the responsible landowner.

The Parish Steward was asked to clear the footpath behind Gosditch as requested by the Footpaths Working Group. He was asked to stop as it is private land and not a public footpath. I have reported back to the Footpaths Group. The working group are liaising with Stephen Leonard.

Various housekeeping reminders were given to Councillors, including, timely submission of reports and using official email accounts for Council business.

Contact from parishioners:

Graffiti – reported on the wall between Four Acre Close and Ashfield. The Parish Steward informed that if it was on a wall he would not be able to clean it off, the products supplied are for cleaning metal signs. Likely a privately owned wall and the owner would be responsible for cleaning the graffiti. I have responded to the original report.

Dangerous Tree – Email received reporting a potentially unsafe tree. Wiltshire Council have been contacted, awaiting response. 

24-25/008 Financial Report 

	The finance report was circulated prior to the meeting. 
	







	Lloyds Bank
[image: ]
Unity Trust
Income Since Last Report: 			Expenditure Since Last Report:
Interest		£1303.46 			Account Service Fee	£  18.00

It was noted that there was a small excess from last years precept which is good practice.
The council approved the finance report and income and expenditure. 

24-25/009 Best Kept Village
Every year Ashton Keynes narrowly misses out on a prize by just a couple of points. Judging takes place between 13th May and 9th June. It was agreed to arrange a litter pick for 11th May and advertise for volunteers. A parishioner who regularly carries out litter picks will be contacted. 
Action: Cllr Ventham
Litter Picking supplies are available to borrow free of charge and collection of filled black bags can be arranged.
Action: Clerk
	An advert will be published in the newsletter.

24-25/010 Financial Regulations Review
The financial regulations were approved.

24-25/011 Asset Register Review and H&S Inspection of Assets
Health and Safety inspections of 2x Bus Shelters, noticeboard and fingerpost have been carried out. The asset register review was carried forward awaiting confirmation from the Playing Fields Committee.

24-25/012 Playing Fields Committee
	There was no update.

[bookmark: _Hlk492548239]24-25/013 Committees, Working Groups and Representatives’ Reports 


a) Planning Committee (SH) – Minutes and Agenda circulated.
b) Internal Affairs Committee (SC) – Nothing to report.
c) Village Hall (BL) – Thanks were expressed for help with the solar panel planning application. The Solar system is on order and the deposit paid, work will hopefully be arranged for half-term. Scaffolding will be needed which will mean the temporary closure of the path. The wall between the Village Hall and Ellisons has been repointed at the Preschool outside area. The September Area Board meeting is taking place at the village hall. The AGM is taking place on 24th April.
d) Cotswold Lake Trust (ML) – Nothing to report.
e) School Governors (SC) – Nothing to report.
f) Police (DW) – Nothing to report.
g) Highways (SC) – Nothing to report.
h) Footpaths, Cycle Routes and Waterways (BL) – AKEY25 past Jennies Kitchen on Fridays Ham Lane leading to South Cerney was cleared by members of the group on 4th April and is now fully open again. A letter to riparian owners asking for permission to enter private land to check watercourses has been produced. Stephen Leonard is liaising with owners of Guest Farm and will report back. Wiltshire Council does not have the funding to replace the gates at Gosditch, the cost would be around £300 per gate and there are four waiting to be replaced. It was agreed to approach LHFIG for funding.
Action: Clerk
i) Ashton Keynes Charities (NI) – Nothing to report.
j) Parochial Church Council (BL) – Nothing to report.
k) Millennium Green (NI) – Nothing to report.
l) B4696 Road Safety (SC) – Nothing to report.
m) CIL Funds (TR) – A report will be provided for the next meeting.


24-25/014 Matters for the next meeting
Councillors were reminded to contact the Clerk with any items to be put forward for the agenda and to submit any reports for the Committees, Working Groups and Representatives section at least 10 days in advance of the next meeting. 

24-25/015 Date for the next meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 15th May 2024 at 7:15 p.m. at Ashton Keynes Village Hall. 

The meeting concluded at 8.07pm
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