Ashton Keynes Parish Council

Ashton Keynes Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held at Ashton Keynes Village Hall
on Wednesday 19th June 2024 at 7.15pm

Present: Cllrs D Wingrove (Chairman); G Carter; M Carter; S Crawford; S Hill; N Inzani; B Low; M Low; D Ventham.

In attendance: Wilts Cllr Berry, Fiona Ryder – Clerk.

24-25/036 Public Section
There were no members of public in attendance.

24-25/037 Apologies for absence
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Romback.

24-25/038 Declarations of Interest 
	There were no declarations of interest.

24-25/039 Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 15th May 2024
The minutes of the meeting held on 15th May 2024 were approved and signed.

24-25/040 Actions from Previous Meeting
23-24/175 – No cycling signage has been requested for the Thames Path.
24-25/001 – Additional signage has been requested to reduce the number of vehicles ignoring the official diversion when the A419 is closed. Unfortunately, we are being passed around with no one wanting to take responsibility. Clerk to investigate cost of signage.
Action: Clerk
24-25/013h – Replacement gates on the footpath in Gosditch were requested through LHFIG, Cllr Berry to check that this is on the agenda for the next LHFIG meeting.
Action: Cllr Berry
23-24/184 – Cllr M Low will provide a proposal regarding an Emergency Hub for a future meeting.
Action: Cllr M Low
24-25/041 Chairmans Report
Ashton Keynes has come first in the North Wiltshire and Swindon, Large Villages section of the first round of the Best Kept Village Competition. Judges will return in July for the second round of judging. Thanks were expressed to Cllr Ventham for preparing our entry.

Wheatley’s Farm Quarry applicant has submitted an appeal. The Parish Council strongly opposed the original application and the subsequent application and will object to the appeal. Comments need to be submitted by the 18th July, an objection will be drafted for approval at the next Parish Council meeting. A notice was prepared for the newsletter and Nextdoor App. 
Action: Cllrs B Low & M Low
Cllr Berry was asked to confirm that Wiltshire Council will be putting a case to the inspector.
Action: Cllr Berry

24-25/042 Clerks Report
A letter had been sent regarding a potential land grab at Harris Road, no response has been received.

Tennis Courts – A request for maintenance of the Tennis Courts was received from a member of the public. 
	
Park Place, No Cycling signs – Request received to cut back Ivy from the signs at both ends of the walkway intersecting Park Place.
             This has been included on the Parish Stewards June list. 

Richmond Court – It was reported that there was a badly overgrown ditch in Richmond Court. The area was inspected, there is a little growth but nothing significant.

Rixon Gate – Email received asking for assistance regarding tree maintenance responsibility. Wiltshire Council had already been contacted. The Parish Council could not provide any further assistance. 

Grass Verges – Email received asking Parish Steward to cut back grass verges at junction of The Derry/High Road. – Advised to report using My Wiltshire for quicker response and have added to Parish Steward list to check on his next visit.

24-25/043 Financial Report 

	The finance report was circulated prior to the meeting. 
	
	Lloyds Bank
[image: ]

	Unity Bank[image: ]

The council approved the finance report and income and expenditure. 

24-25/044 Electricity Supplier
The electricity supply is currently out of contract, due to the time constraints of entering new contracts the Parish Council approved the Clerk entering a new contract to reduce costs.
Action: Clerk
24-25/045 Highway Improvement Request 
A HIR had been received regarding the location of the 30mph signs on the south side of the village. It was requested that the signs be moved out to incorporate the new development. The Parish Council resolved to support the request.
Action: Clerk

24-25/046 Street Naming Bewley Homes
Bewley Homes had provided a number of street names for the former Cotswold Community site for the Parish Council to consider. It was agreed to request that Royal Avenue is changed to Keynes Avenue and Royal Mews be changed to Ashton Mews. Kings Drive, Meadow Close, Lakeside Drive/Avenue and Waterside Edge were all approved. It was agreed that the Red Square marked ‘Bruderhof Square’ on the map provided by Bewley Homes be given the street name ‘Bruderhof Square’ to provide a link to the history of the site.										         Action: Clerk
24-25/047 Neighbourhood Plan Update
A proposal to use MLP Consultancy services to update the Neighbourhood Plan was brought to the Council. It was agreed that the NHP needs to be updated and a steering group would need to be in place. Oaksey Parish Council will be contacted regarding their recent NHP update.
Action: Cllr Inzani
Councillors were asked to discuss with parishioners prior to the next meeting, further information can be found on the website. Neighbourhood Plan Review will be an agenda item for the next meeting when we will be calling for volunteers to form a steering group.
Action: All Councillors 

24-25/048 Asset Register Review
	The asset register is still with the Playing Fields Committee awaiting confirmation.	
Action: Cllr Crawford
24-25/049 Playing Fields Committee
	The Area Sales Manager and the Head of Maintenance for Playdale both visited the Zip-wire this morning, they advised that the start needs to be raised by 500mm which would require a mound. A report is being sent to Playdale technical team to confirm options and costs to make the Zip-wire faster but not shorter. 

The committee met in May and agreed to change ‘play equipment update’ to ‘fitness equipment update on their future agendas. The fence in the car park by High Road will be reinstated, it currently has a patched-up section.

An area for a Skate Ramp is being investigated. Once an area is agreed the committee will look at whether to install the Fairford ramp or get costs for an alternative.

The Playing Fields Committee will next meet on 5th September.

[bookmark: _Hlk492548239]24-25/050 Committees, Working Groups and Representatives’ Reports 


a) Planning Committee (SH) – Minutes and Agenda circulated.
b) Internal Affairs Committee (SC) – Nothing to report.
c) Village Hall (BL) – Nothing to report.
d) Cotswold Lake Trust (ML) – Nothing to report.
e) School Governors (SC) – Nothing to report.
f) Police (DW) – Nothing to report.
g) Highways (SC) – Nothing to report.
h) Footpaths, Cycle Routes and Waterways (BL) – Nothing to report.
i) Ashton Keynes Charities (NI) – Nothing to report.
j) Parochial Church Council (BL) – Nothing to report.
k) Millennium Green (NI) – Nothing to report.
l) B4696 Road Safety (SC) – The Community Speed Watch group had become dormant and had contacted the Parish Council to start up again. Community Speed Watch can only be set up if certain criteria is met. A traffic count by Wiltshire Council was arranged to confirm that there was still an issue with speeding on the B4696. The traffic count did confirm that there was still an issue and the CSW are able to start up again.
m) CIL Funds (TR) – Nothing to report.
n) Flood Protection Initiatives (ML) – Nothing to report.





24-25/051 Matters for the next meeting
Councillors were reminded to contact the Clerk with any items to be put forward for the agenda and to submit any reports for the Committees, Working Groups and Representatives section at least 10 days in advance of the next meeting. 

24-25/052 Date for the next meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 17th July 2024 at 7:15 p.m. at Ashton Keynes Village Hall. 

The meeting concluded at 9.04pm
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Income since the last meeting:             Expenditure since the last meeting:                       WALC/NALC Annual Subs     £  594.24                       OSM Contract April       £   990.00   Payroll Services       £    1 0.90   Internal Audit         £    25.00   Millenium Green Trust Grant     £   885.00   Village Hall Grant       £ 2000.00                       Mobile Phone Contract     £     1 4.35                       HMRC PAYE         £     10.20  
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Income since the last meeting:             Expenditure since the last meeting:   Playing Fields Hire       £    400.00         HJ Carter         £  140.00   Bradstone Cleaning       £  1 50.00                       Castle Water         £        9.39                       Spot On Supplies       £    70.93  


