Ashton Keynes Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 12th September 2012


Present: Cllrs I Woods (Chairman), M Carter, J Freeth, J Hughes, S Jefferson, A Stefanovic, R Thomas, E Tidmarsh and D Wingrove


County Cllr C Soden


PC S Harvey of Wiltshire Constabulary



The Chairman welcomed PC Steve Harvey and invited him to give an update on the recent crime situation in the Ashton Keynes area.   PC Harvey said since May this year, there had been some crime activity; a theft from North End, a bicycle stolen from Milling Close and a burglary in Church Walk after a brick was thrown through a window.  He said day burglaries were increasing in the area, including in Charlton and Minety.  Only three incidents had been reported in Milling Close since May, which could be because Police Patrols in the area had increased since July.  PC Harvey felt though that the community meeting the Chairman is setting up with Milling Close residents is still needed.  PC Harvey volunteered to liaise with the WC anti-Social behaviour officer on a suitable date. He concluded by reporting that there had been one or two other incidents; a brick thrown through a window in the White Hart, a car stolen from Ellison’s garage and a fire in one of Adrian Freeth’s fields.  The Chairman thanked PC Harvey for attending and providing the update on crime in the area; he then left the room 
2012/98
To accept apologies for Absence



Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs M Jackson and M Seymour.
2012/99
Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda



A declaration of interest was submitted by the Chairman on the Playing Fields Committee report, which would be discussed under Agenda item 2012/105.

2012/100
To confirm the Minutes of the Council Meetings held on 11th July 2012


The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting, held on 11th July 2012, were approved with a minor amendment to the note on Pilgrim Cottage on the first page, and signed by the Chairman.  
2012/101
Matters arising from the Minutes


The Clerk said he had three Matters Arising:
· The unaudited finance figures of the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations, reported in the July Parish Council Minutes, were confirmed by the internal auditor, Mr Trevor Heath.

· Wiltshire Police informed him that they do not possess a Van with a camera, known as a Camera Safety Unit.  So, the Police have said that if there is still a need to reduce vehicle speed through the village, they still prefer having a Community Speed Watch Group.

· The Chairman intended to set up the meeting with the residents of Milling Close as soon as possible to resolve the issues they brought to the attention of the Parish Council.
· The Chairman referred to the drawing of the new building in the grounds of Pilgrim Cottage, Back Street, shown by the Agent in the July meeting, and said that two building lines were shown.  Cllr E Tidmarsh said when the Planning Application is produced it will be up to the Agent to define the line for the new building because the photos of the drawings were not well defined.  
Cllr D Wingrove said the Parish Council should have drawings that show the Building Lines. The Chairman said the Council has Conservation Area maps, but they are poorly scaled and not reliable.  The Clerk was asked to contact Wiltshire Council and ask for copies of drawings showing the building lines.
Action: The Clerk
· Cllr R Thomas mentioned the fact that the hedges on either side of the bottom of Cox’s Hill still need to be cut back, on which the Clerk said he would take action.

Action: The Clerk
· The Chairman reported that the Planning Application for the Horse & Jockey had been withdrawn.
2012/102
Adoption of the New Code of Conduct
The Chairman summarised the options, by saying that the choice was between a version produced by NALC, another by Wiltshire Council or amend the current Code of Conduct, all of which the members had seen.  After some discussion, it was proposed by Cllr E Tidmarsh that the Wiltshire Council option of the Code of Conduct should be adopted, which was seconded by Cllr M Carter and agreed unanimously.
2012/103
Clerk’s Report


The Clerk gave the following report:  
· He said he had decided to attend only the all day Saturday sessions of the SLCC Annual Conference and AGM 2012, on Saturday 13th October in Bristol, which will only cost £45 + VAT; a saving of £340 + VAT if he attended everything.
· He had received notification from the Parish Council Insurance Brokers, Came & Company, that the total Insurance Premium for 2012 to 2013 is £1,427.76.  This sum will be split £417.51 to the Parish Council and £1,010.25 to the Playing Fields Committee.  In real terms, he said, both amounts have only risen by 1.335% on the 2011 Premiums.  The insurance cover begins on 1st October 2012.  Cllr S Jefferson proposed that the Insurance Premium be paid, which was seconded by Cllr E Tidmarsh and agreed unanimously,

Action: The Clerk

· He said that those members had who missed it in the Wiltshire Council Parish Newsletter, the online Consultation on Street Lighting in Wiltshire finishes on 30th September 2012.

· He had received a phone call from Matt Perrott, the Wiltshire Council Highway Engineer, to say that they are still awaiting the replacement bollard for the one that was damaged in front of the Church. He expected the bollard to be received and installed shortly.

· The Clerk said he had written to the Chairman of the Shop Management Committee to enquire when they proposed to begin paying off the loans.  He said he had not yet received a reply.

· He gave a gentle reminder to any member who had not yet completed their Register of Interests Form, to please do so and submit it to Wiltshire Council as requested.  A copy of the form should also be forwarded to Malcolm for inclusion on the Parish Council Website.

· He said his last item was to ask for the member’s wish list of work for the Local Highway and Streetscene Community Team to undertake this month.  Pot holes at the end of The Mead, in Four Acre Close and Park Place were again reported. County Cllr C Soden requested a letter be sent to her complaining that the work was still outstanding.
Action: The Clerk 
2012/104
Financial Transactions
a. Payments Received

The Council noted that the following payments had been received:
· Diamond Jubilee






£    190.48

· Village Hall Committee (Car Park)



£ 2,206.70

· VAT Refund







£ 1,374.35

b. Payments Made 

The Council noted that the following payments had been made:

· AK Village Hall (July Room Rental)
£      34.00

· Aeshton Services (July Grasscutting of Verges)
£    110.00

· Cllr I Woods (Canapés for Jubilee Coronation Ball) 
£    171.00

· Philip B Ward Haulage (VH Car Park Re-Surfacing)
£    303.24

· The Royal British Legion (Remembrance Day Wreath)
£      17.00

· Mazars (Audit Fee)
£    342.00

· Clerk’s Salary (July)
£    647.80

· Clerk’s Expenses (July)
£    124.89

· Aeshton Services (Aug Grasscutting of Verges)
£    110.00

· Clerk’s Salary (Aug)
£    647.80

· HMRC (Tax and NI)
£    685.14

The Chairman said it was estimated that £2,100 was required for the work on the War Memorial, but he needed to provide two more estimates.  Cllr A Stefanovic said she would try and get the estimates through English Heritage.






2012/105
Committees, Working Groups and Representatives’ Reports
The Chairman invited members to give their reports:






County Councillor C Soden

County Cllr Soden said she had one item to report, which was the election of the Wiltshire Police Commissioner.  She said that Wiltshire Council has been preparing for the election that would appoint a Commissioner, who would take over the work of 17 persons.  A Police Authority will work in parallel with the Commissioner and Wiltshire Council is drawing up a draft budget of £104M.  Cllr Soden said she has been explaining in workshops that people should vote for one of the candidates selected by the political parties.
Playing Fields Committee
The Chairman gave a lengthy explanation of why he had accepted the grasscutting contract through the Playing Fields Committee after David Clover had not bid to retain the contract as the Village Handyman.  He went on to explain the limitations of the current Council grasscutting equipment and why he was not happy operating it; hence he bought himself a Ransomes ride on mower with the same size cutting deck as the tractor.  The Chairman then talked about the use of white versus red diesel and the fact that the Council Tractor uses 4 litres of diesel an hour for about 14 hours use per week, so the use of red diesel would make a considerable saving. Cllr D Wingrove said the Parish Council would not want to take on the task, so it should be contracted out.  Cllr S Jefferson said we need a specification for the work and to decide whether or not to use the Council’s equipment; the Chairman advised not to do so.  In conclusion, a sub-Committee was formed consisting of Cllr S Jefferson, D Wingrove and J Hughes, together with the Clerk, to raise the necessary documents to put the grasscutting out to tender; the chosen contractor to use its own equipment.
Cotswold Water Park
Cllr A Stefanovic reported that the Cotswold Water Park had formed the Parish Panel, but that the Minutes to that effect had not yet been published.



Planning

Cllr M Carter reported that he and Cllr M Jackson had been invited to attend the first Communities Engagement Workshop, arranged by Sherston Clerk, conducted by three people from Wiltshire Council Neighbourhood Planning team.  Cllr M Jackson will be arranging for Jane Macey from the team to visit the Parish Council.
School Governors

Cllr D Wingrove reported that there had been no volunteers to take over the School Crossing Patrol, so the post is now unfilled.
2012/106
Friends of Holy Cross Church
The Chairman advised the members that it would be the inaugural meeting of the Friends of Holy Cross Church on Saturday 15th September at 6 pm.
2012/107
Cycle Routes Out of Village

Cllr S Jefferson said that he was still keen to get a safe cycle route out of the village, which the Cotswold Water Park was going to facilitate.  Cllr A Stefanovic said she would jog the memories of the Cotswold Water Park to try and get some action.
2012/108
Village Shop Update
Cllr J Hughes reported that overall the shop is operating very successfully, and is now in its 20th month as a village community venture.  Sales year to date are some 25% ahead of last year; Gross margin and net profit are substantially ahead of last year.  Monies raised from loans and bonds are now in excess of £40k


The Chairman agreed to the following subjects being raised:
· Cllr R Thomas asked for the subject of the Bus Shelter to be added to the Agenda of the October Parish Council.  The Chairman said he would raise the removal of the Telephone Box at the same time.










Action: The Clerk

· Cllr R Thomas asked for the Wiltshire Rural Housing Association to be added to the Agenda for the October Parish Council meeting, and asked for the Clerk to invite Gill Shell to attend and go through the process of providing low cost and sheltered housing.











Action: The Clerk

The business of the meeting was concluded at 9.55pm.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 10th October 2012, in the Bradstone Pavilion, commencing at 7.45pm
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